
4-Way
stop is
just right
Being a one stoplight

town wouldn’t be so
bad. 
If the last two weeks

are any indication, I’m
all for it. And appar-
ently I’m not the only
one.
The general reaction

was negative to the
Kentucky Department
of Trans-
porta-
tion’s
initial
proposal
to replace
the stop-
light be-
tween
NAPA
and Dun-
can’s
with a
four-way
stop. 
“I’m not ready for

Marion to be a one
stoplight town,” I’ve
heard a few people say.
But does the number

of stoplights really de-
fine a town, make it
less desirable? Doubt-
ful.
The last 10-12 days

with an experimental
four-way stop have
been a breeze. 
Crittenden County

Schools’ Transporta-
tion Director Wayne
Winters, once reluc-
tant, has found the
benefits of a four-way
stop just as advertised.
“After seeing it work,

I think it is better than
it has been for traffic
flow,” Winters said.
Getting through the

intersection when trav-
eling north on South
Main and heading left
to the high school is
quicker, easier and less
frustrating.
Historically, the

morning commute
from that end of town
required taking the
Cottage Lane “bypass.”
Yes, bypassing the

light by way of a side
street or Hometown
Foods parking lot was
the norm.
Understandably, the

people who aren’t out
between 7:15 and 8
a.m. don’t realize what
a problem it is.
The flow of traffic

heading from the north
side of town and turn-
ing right toward the
high school is steady.
With that lane of traffic
having the right of
way, vehicles waiting
on the opposite side of
the light generally have
to sit through at least
one green light before
they get a chance to
turn left. 
It’s about the same

as trying to turn left
onto Main from Depot
Street across from
Beavers Car Wash. I
learned at a young age
you don’t go that way
unless you have the
patience of Job and
nowhere to be during
peek traffic hours. 
In this day and age,

we simplify for conven-
ience. We have short-
cuts thanks to
technology. Taking a
step forward by elimi-
nating a stoplight may
seem counterintuitive,
but it’s reality. 
A friend recom-

mended we replace the
stoplight with a round

See STOP/page 8
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Feb. 10 issue of Press
will be mailed to 
everyone in county
The Crittenden Press will be
mailed to every home address
in the county next Thursday as
part of a pandemic-related
program to provide useful in-
formation regarding COVID-19
and vaccine. The newspaper
will be distributed normally,
only to subscribers outside of
the county and will also be
available on newsstands at the
typical time next Wednesday. 

surprise, surprise:
price index is rising
An index the Federal Reserve
prefers to measure inflation
rose 4.9% from a year ago, the
biggest gain going back to Sep-
tember 1983, the Commerce
Department reported late last
week. The Core Personal Con-
sumption Expenditures Price
Index, excluding food and en-
ergy, was slightly more than the
4.8% Dow Jones estimate and
ahead of the 4.7% pace in No-
vember. The monthly gain of
0.5% was in line with expecta-
tions. The price index for De-
cember, including food and
energy, rose even more, in-
creasing 5.8 percent from one
year ago, reflecting increased
prices in virtually all goods and
services.

VETERANS AFFAIRS
The Kentucky Department of

Veterans Affairs service officer
for western Kentucky
is Johnny Allen. His
office is at 926 Vet-
erans Drive in
Hansen, Ky. The of-
fice is open from 8
a.m., until 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. You may call for
appointment, 270.399.1618.
You may also email John-
nyAllen@Ky.Gov.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of
Education will meet at 9:30
a.m., Saturday, Feb. 5 at the
Central Office to begin planning
for a superintendent search. 
•Crittenden County Interagency
Council will meet at 9:30 a.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 17. Site TBD.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court
meets at 8:30 a.m., Thursday,
Feb. 17 at the courthouse.
•Marion City Council will meet
at 5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 21 at
city hall.
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One element of Superintend-

ent Vince Clark’s legacy will be
the manner in which he led the
school system through a seem-
ingly never-abating pandemic.
Clark began as a math

teacher in 1991 at Crittenden
County. He was a principal
and a coach, and has for the
last eight years been superin-
tendent. A full one-quarter of
his time heading the district
has been harassed by  COVID-
19.
Clark announced last week

that this year will be his last.
He plans to move to Florida to
be near his son, who is a
teacher and coach, and his
family. Clark’s contract expires
June 30, and the school board
has begun searching for a re-
placement.
Clark spoke at last week’s

board of education meeting
about the tumultuous months

since the spring of 2020 when
a virus began threatening lives
and disrupting normalcy. He
commended the tireless effort
Crittenden County staff and
students have made to further
local education despite chal-
lenges posed by the pandemic.
Clark’s doggedness to edu-

cate students despite chal-
lenges from quarantines,
virtual learning, staff short-
ages and continual changes in
guidance and protocol earned
praise by community leaders
and school board members, in-
cluding Eric LaRue.
“I’ve worked or served under

nine superintendents, and
we’re losing the best,” Larue
adjudged.
On Jan. 25, the board ac-

cepted Clark’s notice of retire-
ment and entered into an
agreement with the Kentucky
School Boards Association
(KSBA) for its superintendent

search service, at a cost of
$6,000.
“I forever will be grateful of

the trust the board and com-
munity put in me to lead,”
Clark said. “When I reflect, I
appreciate my wife for believ-
ing in me and seeing some-
thing in me that we could take
a chance on – teaching, being
a coach, a husband and su-
perintendent of such a great
community.”
Lyon County resident and

former Lyon and McCracken
County Superintendent Quin
Sutton will serve as the KSBA
consultant in Crittenden
County’s search to replace
Clark.  
“He understands the dynam-

ics and needs of our immediate
area, and with his local cul-
tural knowledge and his edu-
cation experience, we could 

See CLARK/page 3

School board begins search
for Supt. Clark’s replacement

STAFF REPORT
David Fritts and Outlaw Off-

Road Racing are banking on
an appetite from rock bounc-
ers, Jeepers and others inter-
ested in trail riding for rugged
rigs.
Fritts owns and operates an

automotive repair shop on
Sugar Grove Church Road off
KY 120 east of Marion. He
spends a number of weekends
a year with others of the same
discipline, running and watch-
ing off-road motorsports, typi-
cally referred to as “rock
bouncers” so they’re not con-
fused with the more individual
hand-and-foot sport of rock
climbing. 
This spring Fritts is helping

Outlaw Off-Road Racing of
Houston, Texas host a series
event on his property. Fritts is

asking for local support from
the Marion Tourism Commis-
sion. He’s hoping to raise addi-
tional cash sponsorships to
create an attractive purse that
could draw dozens of drivers
and hundreds of onlookers. 
“This is a spectator sport,”

said Fritts, a Marion native
who got involved in building
transmissions for the buggies
that run in these types of

races.
His involvement is also

recreational, and said there
will be recreational riding op-
portunities on the grounds the
weekend of the event. Fritts
drives off-road vehicles for fun
on the weekends and from
time to time will borrow a
friend’s souped-up machine
for a race.
Fritts said T Croft, Shane

Rizzo and Ross Curry all from
this area are among the racers
who will compete in the hill-
climbing event on April 30
dubbed the Sugar Creek race.
Fritts has a relationship with

the event promotors and other
rock-bouncing enthusiasts be-
cause of his mechanic work
building performance trans-

See BOUNCE/page 8

Crittenden County School Superintendent Vince Clark will be leaving the job in June.

Marion Tourism Commis-
sion presented Fohs Hall
President Alan Stout with
a $5,000 check last week
toward the Fohs Hall proj-
ect to upgrade the lighting
and sound system in the
community center. Pic-
tured with Stout are
Tourism Commission rep-
resentatives (from left)
Shelley Davidson, Tanner
Tabor, Kevin Maxfield,
Judge Stout, Jason Hat-
field, Kory Wheeler and
Michele Edwards. Fohs
Hall needs about $10,000
more to meet its $50,000
goal to pay for the project. 

Fritts working bouncer track
to host spring race in county



Henderson 
Eric Henderson, 49, of 

Henderson died 
Thursdsay, Jan. 27, 
2022 at Deaconess Hen-
derson Hospital. 

He was 
born in 
Marion to 
Joe and 
Made l i n e 
(Drennan) 
H e n d e r -
son. 

He was 
employed 
by International Paper as 
a maintenance techni-
cian. He enjoyed golfing, 
hunting, cooking and 
hanging out with his 
friends but especially 
loved his family and chil-
dren. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 18 years April (Clark) 
Henderson; his children 
Erica Lynn Henderson 
and Tyler Joseph Hen-
derson; his prents; a 
brother Jason (Ashley) 
Henderson; and a niece 
Olivia Henderson and his 
parents. 

Funeral services were 
Monday Jan. 31 at Tom-
blinson Funeral Home in 
Henderson with Bro. 
Justin Carter officiating. 
Burial was in Fairmont 
Cemetery. 

Knight 
Marilyn Joy Knight, 82,  

of Energy, Ill., formerly of 
Marion, died Thursday, 
Jan. 13, 2022 at her 
home. She was a member 
of First 
B a p t i s t 
Church in 
Herrin, Ill.  

Surv i v -
ing are her 
h u s b a n d 
of 67 
years, Lon-
nie Lewis 
Knight; two sons, Randy 
(Vicki) Knight of Energy 
and Andy (Irene) Knight 
of Johnston City, Ill.; two 
brothers, Larry and Ricky 
Lindsey; three grandchil-
dren, Dustin (Hailey) 
Knight of Benton, Ill., Na-
than (Allison) Knight of 
Forney, Texas and Sarah 
(Justin) Lowther of Car-
terville, Ill; five great-
grandchildren, Maddi 
Griffin, Brayden and 
Tylin Knight and Mason 
and Maverick Lowther; a 
sister-in-law, Inez Linzy; 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, Warner and 
Hazel Lindsey; and a 
brother, Johnny Lindsey.  

She was a devoted wife, 
mother and Nana and 
loved her family. She en-

joyed camping and fish-
ing.  

Services were Thurs-
day, Jan. 20 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Dycusburg Ceme-
tery.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Main 
Street Baptist Church 
c/o Gilbert Funeral 
Home, 117 West Bellville 
St., Marion, KY 42064. 
Paid obituary 

Hunter 
Bonnie S. Hunter, 70, of 

Salem, KY, died Tuesday, 
January 25, 2022 at her 
home. 

Hunter was born in Lola,  
July 18, 1951 to Alvin 
Lemon and Frances Guess.  
She worked 20 years as a 
bookkeeper 
for Words 
Living Mini-
stries.   She 
enjoyed re-
s e a r c h i n g 
g e n e a l o g y 
and assisted 
in recon-
n e c t i n g 
many fam-
ilies.        

Surviving are four chil-
dren, Karen (Thomas) Peters 
of Forsyth, Ga., Susie 
(Corey) Smith of Evansville, 
Ind., Eugene (Charlene) 
Smith of Evansville and La-
Paula Smith of Salem; nine 
grandchildren, Kortney 
(Shawn) Wicker, Cory (Katie) 
Adkins, Zachary Roberts, 
Mya Peters, LaVonte Smith-
King, Ta’Keesha Tramill, 
Brittani (Gary) Robertson, 
Brooke Smith and Tyler 
Smith-Postin; 12 great-
grandchildren; dedicated 
caregiver and friend, Trish 
Yates; her best friend, Aunt 
Nora Lena Seibert; and four 
sisters; and eight brothers. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and siblings, 
James and Marshall Sindeff, 
and Ross and Tanya Lemon. 

Services were Saturday, 
Jan. 29 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services. Burial 
will follow in Loveless Chapel 
Cemetery. 

 

Loveless 
Larry Don Loveless, 64, of 

Sturgis, departed from this 
life on Monday, Jan. 31, 
2022. 

He was a 
retired coal-
m i n e r 
known as 
“Tree Top.”  
He enjoyed 
the outdoors 
and spend-
ing time with 
family.  He 
was a member of Loveless 
Chapel Church.  He was a 
gentle giant with a heart of 
gold. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mariann Loveless; three 
children, Deitra Loveless of 
Burna, Derek Loveless of 
Marion and LeShea (Kent) 
Schmitt of Newburgh, Ind.; 
five grandchildren; four 
brothers, David (Shirley) 
Loveless of Benton, Buddy 

(Karen) Loveless of Prince-
ton, Tony (Debbie) Loveless 
of Sioux Falls, S.D., and 
Randy (Mary) Loveless of 
Marion; five sisters, Carolyn 
Leister of Marion, Jeannie 
(Donnie) Curnel of Marion, 
Gayla (Calvin) Clark of 
Princeton, Deanne (Phillip) 
Tosh of Salem and Loetta 
(Larry) Walker of Cadiz; sev-
eral nieces; and several 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, D. C. and 
Edna Grace Loveless; a 
grandson, Jordan Loveless; 
and a brother, Gary Love-
less. 

Services will be at 2 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 5 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors and Cremation Serv-
ices.  Burial will follow at 
Loveless Chapel Cemetery. 

Friends may visit with the 
family from 10 a.m. until 
service time Saturday at 
Boyd Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services.  
Paid obituary 

Jacobs 
Darrell Wayne Jacobs, 61, 

of Marion, died Monday, 
Jan. 31, 2022 at Crittenden 
Community Hospital.  He at-
tended Frances Baptist 
Church and Calvary Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are two sisters, 
Linda Sue Campbell of Mar-
ion and Mary Louise Sherrell 
of Crayne; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Andrew 
Jackson and Lillian Jacobs. 

Graveside services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 2 at 
Frances Cemetery with bu-
rial to follow.  Gilbert Fu-
neral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Riddle 
George Allen Riddle, 75, of 

Salem, died Monday, Jan. 
31, 2022 at Crittenden 
County Health and Rehabili-
tation Center.  

Riddle was born in Gary, 
Ind., May 7, 1946, to Sylvin 
and Edna Hilt Riddle. He 
was a retired 
pipefitter and a 
veteran of the 
United States 
Navy, who 
served during 
the Vietnam 
Conflict.  

Surviving are 
by his wife, Barbara Riddle 
of Salem; two daughters, 
Tonya Salyer (Keith) of Ben-
ton and Andrea Stinson of 
Calvert City; a brother, 
Jamie Riddle of Hobart, Ind.; 
seven grandchildren; and 
eight-great grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Barbara Sue 
McClain; a sister, Debbie 
Daily; and his parents. 

The family chose crema-
tion. Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services was 
in charge of arrangements. 

Smith 
Timothy E. Smith 

(Timmmmy), 53, of Marion, 
originally of Chicago Ill., 
went home to be with the 
Lord Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022 

at Lourdes Hospital in Padu-
cah.  He was a member of 
Life In Christ Church, a car-
penter, avid fisherman and 
food connoisseur. 

Surviving are two 
brothers, Junior (Lisa) 
Smith of Marion and Roger 
(Delores) Smith of Chicago; 
nephews and nieces, Mi-
chelle (Kenneth) Nesbitt, Ali-
cia Fulks, Joziah Williams 
Smith, Jeff, Tommy, Me-
lissa, Bobby and Marie 
Smith; sister-in-law, Cathy 

Smith; step daughter, Ash-
ley Gagnon; and several 
other great-and great-great-
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, James E. 
and Mildred V. Smith; step-
father, James C. Smith; 
brother, Thomas Smith and 
sisters, Brenda Smith,  
Karen Smith Fender and 
Virginia O'Marrah. 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 5 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with burial in 

Mapleview Cemetery.  The 
family will receive visitors 
from 11 a.m. until service  
time.  
Paid obituary 
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Online Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com  

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this newspaper are 

free. Ask your funeral director about cus-
tom, fee-based obituaries.

Crittenden County Cit-
izens Center, located on 
North Walker Street, is 
open from 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday.   

Ladies exercise with 
Full Body Fitness Studio 
is held at 10:30 a.m., 
each Monday. Bingo is 
held at 11 a.m., each  
Wednesday and Friday, 
and pool tables are open 
daily for friendly compe-
tition. 

The menu for next 
week includes the follow-
ing: 

Thursday, Feb. 3: 
Pulled pork with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, peas, 
carrots, cornbread and 
tropical fruit. 

Friday, Feb. 4: Chili 
con carne, pimiento 
cheese, wheat bread and 
Mandarin oranges. 

Monday, Feb. 7: Hash-
brown ham casserole, 
lima beans, whole wheat 

roll and Ambrosia fruit 
salad. 

Tuesday, Feb. 8: 
Chicken alfredo, buttered 
spinach, garlic bread-
stick, Mandarin oranges 
and margarine. 

Wednesday, Feb. 9: 
Meatloaf, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, wheat 
roll and banana pudding. 

Jenny Sosh is director 
of the Senior Center, and 
can be reached at (270) 
965-5229.

Senior Menu

The PACS Weatheriza-
tion Program assists 
clients in achieving a 
comfortable living envi-
ronment and obtaining 
maximum energy con-
servation for low-income 
clients. 

The agency’s weather-
ization team assesses the 
condition of clients’ 
homes, and qualified 

homes may be eligible for 
basic services including 
identification of air leaks, 
basic repairs and added 
insulation to fight heat 
loss and lower energy 
bills. 

For more information,  
contact the Crittenden 
County PACS office at 
(270) 965-5229.



STAFF REPORT
Individuals can now

look up the amount of
motor vehicle taxes paid
in 2021. 
Rates are much higher

this year due to the in-
flated prices of new and
used automobiles. Legis-
lation is filed to help curb
the increase.
For a reminder of what

you paid last year, which
is also necessary for tax
filing purposes, you can

type in the Vehicle Iden-
tification Number (VIN)
for each vehicle you paid
taxes on last year at the
Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet's website. It will
generate the amount of
tax you paid.
Car fees can be entered

as a deduction on the tax
return line for state and
local personal property
taxes.
The Kentucky VIN

lookup URL  is
ht tps ://secure .ken-
tucky .gov/kytc/v in-
lookup.
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Letters 

The Crittenden Press
accepts and encourages let-
ters to the editor on a vari-
ety of subjects. Letters
should be submitted by 5
p.m., Friday the week before
publication. Letters should
be written in good taste and
in most cases should not
exceed 300 words. Letters
will be edited for spelling
and grammar and The
Crittenden Press reserves
the right to reject or edit let-
ters for clarity, brevity and
otherwise at our discretion.
Letters may be presented at
our office, sent to P.O. Box
191, Marion, Ky., 42064 or
preferablly emailed to us at
thepress@the-press.com.

Offer available: Jan. 4 – Feb. 28

0% interest
Refund Advance loan.

This is an optional tax refund-related loan from MetaBank®, N.A.; 
it is not your tax refund. Loans are o�ered in amounts of $250, 
$500, $750, $1,250 or $3,500. Approval and loan amount based 
on expected refund amount, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. 
If approved, funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan 
amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount 
paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for 
this loan. Fees for other optional products or product features may 
apply. Limited time o�er at participating locations. HRB Maine 
License No. FRA2. OBTP#B13696. ©2021 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

210 S MAIN 
MARION
270-965-3001

Livingston Central High School’s academic team placed second overall in the Re-
gional Governor’s Cup quick recall event on Saturday, Jan. 22. Pictured are (from
from left) Head Coach Megan Gallagher, Natalea Williams, Riley Martin, Angel Mi-
chonski, Piper Michonski, Sidney Hubbard, Assistant Coach Josh Johnson, (back)
Daniel Ramage, Skylar Padon, Gabe Lawless, Robert Jackson, Alec Yaw and Jack-
son Henson. Ramage was first in Language Arts and fourth in Social Studies, Yaw
placed second in Science and fourth in Math, Jackson was first in Science, Lawless
first in Social Studies, Piper Michonski fourth in Arts and Humanities, Angel Mi-
chonski was third in Arts and Humanities and Hubbard finished second in Compo-
sition.

CCHS Academic Team  recently participated in the Governor's Cup Competition at
the district level. The Quick Recall team won first place, outpacing Livingston,
Caldwell and Trigg counties. Individuals placed in written assessments. Placing
were Jacob Hoover, Dennon Wilson, Dane West and McKenzie Quertermous. All
will advance to Regional Competition. The Quick Recall Team also qualified for Re-
gionals. The CCHS Quick Recall Team is pictured above. Members and coaches
are Assistant Coach Kathleen Guess, Marley Phelps, Emily Adams, Taylor Haire,
Dane West, Bryan Chaney, Aria Kirk, Dennon Wilson, Head Coach Derrick Ford,
Jacob Hoover. Regional competition is at Logan County High School Feb. 19.

STAFF REPORT
Pope Francis said last

week that an “infodemic”
is spreading, defining it
as “a distortion of reality
based on fear, falsified or
invented news.”
A report by Kentucky

Today news service said
the head of the Roman
Catholic Church claims
that information based
on scientific fact is a
human right, and urged

Catholic journalists to
help people who were
misled by false reports
about the coronavirus
and vaccines.
“To be properly in-

formed, to be helped to
understand situations
based on scientific data
and not fake news, is a
human right,” the pope
told members of the In-
ternational Catholic
Media Consortium on

COVID-19 Vaccines.
He added that journal-

ists and scientists should
treat with respect those
who believe falsehoods,
and not put them in
“ghettos.” "Instead, they
should try to build
bridges to those who
need to hear scientific
truths," Gaia Pianigiani
reports for The New York
Times.

STAFF REPORT
A Crittenden County

District Court jury con-
victed a man last week of
operating a motor vehicle
on a suspended license
and violating a protective
order.
Samuel A. Nelson, 46,

of Boaz, Ky., was sen-
tenced to six months and
ordered to pay fines and
court costs amounting to
more than $1,200.
Nelson represented

himself and County At-
torney Rebecca Johnson
was the prosector. Nelson

provided an interesting
defense, claiming that he
was not “operating” a
motor vehicle; instead
that he was “traveling,”
which is an activity with
implied protection by his
constitutional rights. He
argued that states, such
as Kentucky, cannot in-
fringe upon that right by
requiring a driver to have
a state-issued driver’s li-
cense.  
“The requirement for

drivers in the State of
Kentucky to have an op-
erator’s license does not

infringe the right to
travel,” Johnson said.
“You can walk, be a pas-
senger in a car or ride a
horse for that matter.
You just cannot operate a
motor vehicle unless you
have a license.”
Johnson said this was

the first time such a de-
fense has been levied in a
case where a person’s
driving privileges were at
stake. She said similar
attempts at such a strat-
egy have been tried in
other jurisdictions. 

Despite unique argument, jury convicts
Boaz man of driving without a license 

CLARK
Continued from page 1
not have hand-picked a
better person to assist
our district in this criti-
cal search,” said Board
Chairman Chris Cook.
The board of education

will hold a special meet-
ing with Sutton Satur-
day, Feb. 5 to officially
begin the search, Cook
said, to develop the job
posting and timeline for
finding Clark’s replace-
ment.
Cook considers Clark

the best superintendent
in the state, and praised
his leadership and men-
toring skills.
Crittenden County

Judge-Executive praised
Clark’s tenure, saying
the superintenent did a
great job and has been a
tremendous asset to the
community.

During last week’s
school board meeting,
Clark’s humbleness to
credit the administrative
team for successes dur-
ing his term as superin-
tendent was noted by
board member Ryan Mc-
Daniel.
“You do not take

enough credit for what
you have done,” Mc-
Daniel said. “Our school
system is in really great
shape and it will be an
easy transition for the
next person because of
your leadership.”
Clark has always

praised the work ethic of
local teachers and staff
and has been quick to
pat the district’s stu-
dents on the back.  
“I’ve always said if you

get people in a boat to-
gether facing in right di-
rection and everyone
rowing in harmony with

a common destination, a
lot of good things will
happen,” Clark said.
“Thirty-two years go by

fast,” he added, pointing
to his time in Crittenden
County. Clark is a native
of Green County.
Clark is credited for

developing the Rocket
Foundation to assist
students financially with
college classes and in-
dustry certifications,
and is overseeing con-
struction of a $14 mil-
lion new high school.
The last two years of his
leadership have been
consumed with educat-
ing students during the
pandemic.
Clark has often dis-

cussed incredible chal-
lenges the district has
faced during the COVID
crisis, but his leadership
has never waivered from
putting students first.

Pope joins vax fax struggle

Easy lookup for 2021 car tax
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After an extremely pro-
ductive legislative week,
we officially crossed the
one-quarter mark of the
60-day 2022 Regular
Session, and I have a few
high points I’d like to
share.
Over the course of the

pandemic, as Kentucky
attempted to respond to
COVID-19, constituents
and lawmakers quickly
recognized the flaws in
our state statutes per-
taining to executive pow-
ers during a state of
emergency. 
Schools, small busi-

nesses, and at one point
even our houses of wor-
ship, were subjected to
an overzealous executive
branch. It all occurred
during the interim when
the General Assembly
was not in session and
unable to take legislative
action.
That is why I was

proud to support Senate
Bill 88,
which estab-
lishes the
framework
of what a
special ses-
sion would
look like if
initiated by
the General
Assemb l y .
Current ly ,
only the gov-
ernor can call a special
session, per the Consti-
tution of Kentucky. In
last year’s session, House
Bill 4 was passed. That
bill places a constitu-
tional amendment on the
November general elec-
tion ballot for you and
fellow Kentucky voters to
determine if you would
like the General Assem-

bly to be able to call a
special session. Ken-
tucky is currently one of
only 14 states in the na-
tion that does not allow
the legislative branch to
call a special session.
SB 100 allows for resi-

dents of assisted-living
facilities, long-term care
facilities and mental
health hospitals to be
visited by a “compassion-
ate caregiver” under cer-
tain health and safety
protocols. A compassion-
ate caregiver could be a
family member, legal
guardian, outside care-
giver, friend or volunteer
who will be allowed at a
resident's bedside. The
bill extends the original
provision put in place by
lawmakers during the re-
cent special session.
Prior to action by the
Kentucky General As-
sembly, reports detailed
heart-wrenching stories
of elderly residents pass-
ing away alone, sepa-
rated from those who
made their lives mean-
ingful. SB 100 considers
the holistic well-being of
those in their last days
by giving equal attention
to social, emotional and
spiritual needs.
SB 45 aims to bring ef-

ficiencies to the Medicaid
program by limiting the
number of managed care
organization contracts
accepted by the state.
This bill will reduce the
regulatory burden of
healthcare providers,
which will ultimately cut
administrative costs,
passing the savings on to
Kentuckians. 
As always, rest assured

that I am here in Frank-
fort fighting for our rural

communities and advo-
cating for western Ken-
tucky values. If you have
any questions or com-
ments about these issues
or any other public policy
issue, please call me toll-
free at 1-800-372-7181
or email me at
Robby.Mills@lrc.ky.gov.

Sen. Robby Mills (R-Hen-
derson) represents the 4th
District, which includes
Henderson, Hopkins,
Union and Webster coun-
ties. Mills serves as the
chair of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on State
and Local Government. 

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

New management
now at mulligans
on golf course

New management at
Mulligans at Marion
Golf & Pool are bringing
fresh menu items and a
renovated interior.

Mackenzie and Josh
Cook of Princeton were
hired last month to
manage the Marion
restaurant. Josh Cook is
the son of Kim Thur-
man Cook and grand-
son of Sylvia and Jim
Thurman of Marion and
is an educator in Cald-
well County.

Mackenzie Cook is a
former manager at
Adams Breezy Hill and
Blackpatch Grille in
Princeton.

Bingo on Thursday
nights and live enter-
tainment a couple
weekends a month re-
main on the Cooks’
itinerary. 

New menu items in-
clude shrimp, pork,
chicken, steak and
salmon, Mulligans’ tra-
ditional pizza and ap-
petizers.

The Cooks plan a
facelift of the restau-
rant and are rebranding
to some degree.

dean’s list for
madisonville CC

Madisonville Commu-
nity College has an-
nounced the Fall 2021
Dean’s List. To be
named to the Dean's
List, students must
maintain a 3.5 GPA or
higher in 12 credit
hours of non-develop-
mental coursework,
above the 100-level.

Following are local
students named to the
MCC list: 
Natalie Raye Boone       
Alyssa Jade Bozeman    
Callie Ann Brown  
Jennifer A Epley    
Cody Hayes           
Raven J. Hayes      
Macie Nichole Hunt       
Jonathan Seth Lewis      
Leah N. Long        
Carson Ray Montalta     
McKenzie E. Quertermous
Zachary Daniel Shepard

Karsen Layne Shouse    
Samantha A. Tinsley      
Emma Cathryn Williams
Alyssa Morgan Woodall

Gas prices going
back up across KY

Average gasoline
prices in Kentucky are
going up again, rising
8.1 cents per gallon
over the last week.

The average gallon of
fuel costs $3.04 this
week. Prices in Ken-
tucky are 11.6 cents
per gallon higher than a
month ago and stand
82.1 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago.

In Marion, the price
for gasoline was a bit
lower than the
statewide average. It
was at $2.96 early this
week.

The national average
price of gasoline has
risen 2.9 cents per gal-
lon in the last week, av-
eraging $3.34,
according to GasBuddy
data compiled from
more than 11 million
weekly price reports
covering over 150,000
gas stations across the
country.

Fed signals plan to
up interest rates

The Federal Reserve
signaled last week that
it will begin a series of
interest-rate hikes in
March, reversing pan-
demic-era policies that
have fueled hiring and
growth — and stock
market gains — but
also stubbornly high
inflation, reports the
Associated Press.

Chair Jerome Powell
said at a news confer-
ence that inflation has
gotten “slightly worse”
since the Fed last met
in December. He said
raising the Fed’s
benchmark rate, which
has been pegged at
zero since March 2020,
will help prevent high
prices from becoming
entrenched.

Seeking to calm fears
that higher rates might
hurt the economy, Pow-
ell said the central bank

can manage the
process in a way that
prolongs growth and
keeps unemployment
low. “I think there is
quite a bit of room to
raise interest rates
without threatening the
labor market,” he said.

The Fed’s rate hikes
will make it more ex-
pensive, over time, to
borrow for a home, car
or business, said the AP
in a news article. The
Fed’s intent is to tem-
per economic growth
and cool off inflation,
which is at a 40-year
high and eating into
Americans’ wage gains
and household budg-
ets.

Some economists are
surprised by the likely
timing and intensity of
rate hikes sketched out
by Powell, who said the
economy is stronger
now than in 2015,
when the Fed began to
raise rates slowly. “The
Fed is signaling that
they are going to be
moving earlier, and
maybe at a quicker
pace, than we thought,”
said Steve Rick, chief
economist at CUNA
Mutual Group.

Some economists
have expressed concern
that the Fed is already
moving too late to
combat high inflation.
Others say they worry
that the Fed may act
too aggressively. They
argue that numerous
rate hikes could unnec-
essarily slow hiring. In
this view, high prices
mostly reflect snarled
supply chains that the
Fed’s rate hikes are
powerless to cure.

Powell has acknowl-
edged that he failed to
foresee the persistence
of high inflation, having
long expressed the be-
lief that it would prove
temporary.

The inflation spike
has broadened to areas
beyond those that were
affected by supply

shortages — to apart-
ment rents, for example
— which suggests it
could endure even after
goods and parts flow
more freely.

Legislation aims to
protect packages
on front doorstep

Legislation designed
to rein in thieves who
steal packages deliv-
ered to the front of
homes, passed its first
legislative test last
week, gaining unani-
mous approval from the
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Senate Bill 23 is called
the “The Porch Pirate
Bill.” Authors of the bill
say Kentucky’s theft of
mail matter statute,
which was enacted in
1982, applies only to
items delivered by the
U.S. Post Service, and is
a class D felony, pun-
ishable by 1-5 years in
prison, if convicted. The
new law would expand
that to cover items de-
livered by other com-
mon carriers.

“At the time we
passed this, we did not
consider the type of
commerce that we have
today,” said Sen. David
Yates (D-Louisville).
“The internet wasn’t
what it is today. There
wasn’t Amazon, Fed Ex,
all the other delivery
courier services. So,
they are treated differ-
ently under the law
today.”

Yates noted porch
piracy is quite often not
prosecuted, because of
the current law, which
treats the crime as a
misdemeanor theft and
is often not pursued by
law enforcement, lead-
ing thieves to become
bolder and more or-
ganized. The bill was to
be heard on the Senate
floor this week.

In between issues of the 
newspaper turn

to The Press Online
for breaking news

50 YEARS AGO
February 3, 1972
n An ice storm hit western
Kentucky leaving many
local residents without
power and telephone serv-
ice. 
n Five students from Crit-
tenden County were named
to the Dean’s List at West-
ern Kentucky University for
the fall semester including
Charles Aldridge, Susan
Phillips, Benjamin E.
Clement Jr., Michael Mc-
Donald and Stuart Phillips. 
n Stanley Runyan of Mar-
ion, a fifth-year architec-
tural major at the University
of Kentucky, was recog-
nized for maintaining high
academic honors during
the fall semester. 
n Claude L. Agent, Vice
President for Commercial
Industrial Sales for Hender-
son Tire & Retreading
Company, was awarded
the President’s Club Ring
Award from the General
Tire & Rubber Company for
outstanding salesmanship. 

25 YEARS AGO
February 6, 1997
n Jill Highfil, a Murray
State University student,
was selected for the 1997
edition of Who’s Who
Among Students in Ameri-
can Universities and Col-
leges. 
n Janean L. Davidson
graduated from Western
Kentucky University with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in
print journalism and a
minor in theatre. She was
named a Dean’s Scholar
with a GPA of 3.8. 
n Western Kentucky Uni-
versity named three area
students to the Dean’s list
for the Fall 1996 semester
including Janean Davidson,
Bethany Sherfinski and
Brandi Wheeler. 
n Kentucky Tech Madis-
onville Regional Technol-
ogy Center and Health
Technology Center honor
roll was announced with
two students from Marion
making the list. Wendy
Travis and Denise Wheeler
were among those named
to the honor roll. 
n Schuyler Brantley of
Marion received a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Police Ad-
ministration from Eastern
Kentucky University. 
n Stafanie Hardin and Gin-
ger Orr were named the the
University of Kentucky
Dean’s List for their out-
standing academic
achievements. 
n Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School fifth and
sixth graders were listed on
the honor roll for the fourth
six weeks. Fifth graders
with All As were: Tyler
Guess, Don Chalk, Morgan
Dooms and Britne Hunt. All
As and Bs: Amy Brown,
Dawn Clarke, Matthew
Collins, Ashley Cook, Drew
Hopkins, Shanna Hunt,
Jessica Kelley, Jordan
Roberts, Abbie Belt, Mason
Carter, Savannah Farmer,
Christopher Findley,
William Ford, Garrett
Gilkey, Erin Grau. Jason
Guess, Olivia Hall, McK-
inzey Hodge, Becky Truitt,
Daniel Cherry, Jennifer
Fletcher, Michael Hamilton,

Jeanne Johsnon, Lynise
McMackin, Dustin Martin
and Shera Whitt. Sixth
graders with all As were:
Jenna Haugen, Jessica
Robertson, Audrey Spill-
man, Tommy Bebout, Andy
Hunt, Racinda Tinsley, Jay
Thompson, Samantha Mc-
Main, Miranda Guess, Ka-
trese Hale, Dani Harrison,
Sara Stamps and Sheena
Wyatt. All As and Bs: Bran-
don Byers, Shawn Lanham,
Jill Newman, Nick Parker,
Alexis Phillips, Nicole Trox-
ell, Kelly Walker, Sam
Montgomery, Jessica Tins-
ley, Lydia Roberts, Jill
Harkins, Josh James,
Krista Floyd, Ashley Myers,
Jamie Pyle, Kayla Riley,
Regina Schlabach, Andie
Turley, Jennifer Todd, April
Watson, Sheena Clark,
Chad Cobb, Jason Fritts,
Cody Hunt, Rayin Hunt,
Amber Polk, Katie Stout
and Judd Woodward. 

10 YEARS AGO
February 2, 2012
n Four students were
awarded diplomas for grad-
uating from Crittenden
County School District’s
Pathway Academy. Gradu-
ates were Christina Robi-
son, Branden Beverly, Billy
Hogue and Cody Cowan. 
n Former Crittenden
County Emergency Man-
agement Director Greg
Rushing was honored for
his 20-plus years of service
to the community in that
role. 
n Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School students
Hannah Cooksey and Haily
DiMaggio participated in
the annual Murray State
Regional Student Technol-
ogy Leadership Program.
The girls scored a 108 out
of 118, earning the privilege
of traveling to Lexington to
compete with other high-
scoring projects around the
state. 
n Rocket Role Models for
Kindergarten through sec-
ond grades at Crittenden
County Elementary in-
cluded Wesley Groves,
Brynn Porter, Anthony
Moraine, Brandon Peters,
Jonah Reddick, Kaylee He-
witt, Alana Watson, David
Fritts, Tia Stoner, Tara Stin-
nett, Seth Guess, Mya
Moore, Kaden Langston,
Trevas Lynch, Alissa
Woodall, Hanna Collins,
Brady Belt, Cale Minton,
Mary Perryman, Wesley
Hinchee, Maegan Potter,
Faith Conner, Alex Sherer,
Kollin Graham, Raina
West, Karlie Baker and
Tyler Smith.
n Rocket Role Models for
third through fifth grades in-
cluded Xander Tabor, Lilly
Gardner, Jessie Potter,
Devin Corley, Cole Swin-
ford, Emily West, Jaylin
Duncan, James Smurawa,
Dillan West, Emma Stone,
Seth Kirk, Hannah Cook-
sey, Zac Claybrooke, Cole
Lamprect, Daelynn Hardin,
Sean O’Leary, Travis Kin-
nis, Chloe Maxfield, Sharon
Collins, Matthia Long and
Braxton Winders. 
n Crittenden County High
School graduate and Tran-
sylvania University sopho-
more Tyler Starrett was
named to the Dean’s List
for the 2011 fall term. 

Nursing home caregiver, power restrictions on table
Caregiver rights bill
on governor’s desk
KENTUCKY TODAY

A bill to guarantee an essential caregiver's right to
visit a resident at long-term care facilities, assisted-liv-
ing communities and state-owned mental health hospi-
tals has passed unanimously through both chambers of
the General Assembly and awaits Gov. Andy Beshear's
signature. 

Senate Bill 100, sponsored by Sen. Julie Raque
Adams (R-Louisville) establishes that the caregiver can
be either a family member, legal guardian, outside
caregiver, friend or volunteer who is important to the
mental, physical or social well-being of the resident. 

"This will put in statute and codify their ability to visit
their loved one in any of these facilities," Adams told
the House Health & Welfare Committee Thursday, Jan.
27. 

The committee chair, Rep. Kim Moser, R-Taylor Mill,
described the bill this way: "The gist of this is that there
will never be zero visitors allowed."

SB 100 is modeled after provisions that were in-
cluded in bills passed in regular and special sessions
last year. Those provisions are set to expire on Jan. 31,
so Adams' bill was put on a fast track to passage.

While presenting the bill to the House committee,
Adams said changes in the House the committee sub-
stitute would allow more than one caregiver to visit a
loved one, clarify that a facility can allow the caregiver
to visit their loved one in their room rather than a desig-
nated location if there is a need, and allow the facility to
limit the total number of caregivers allowed to visit at
one time. 

Sherry Culp, the state's long-term care ombudsman,
told the panel that while about 60% of long-term care
residents don't have visitors, the visitation ban imposed
early in the pandemic had a "devastating effect" on the
40% who do, many of whom not only relied on care-
givers for social and emotional support, but for per-
sonal care.
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I like a little salt in my 
soup, but I do not like 
soup in my salt. The 
former makes the soup 
better, the latter ruins 
both. It may be that pol-
itics and religion have a 
similar rela-
tionship. It is 
a popular un-
d e r s t a n d i n g 
that discuss-
ing religion 
and politics 
leads to trou-
ble. This is an 
indication that 
we are good at 
posting silly 
dancing videos 
on Tik Tok, but 
woefully inad-
equate when it 
comes to dis-
cussing mat-
ters of most 
importance.

I do take 
some uncom-
fortable solace in the fact 
that we still have the ca-
pacity to get emotional 
when talking about them 
– it means that we care. If 
I had to choose between 
the way many behave 
now and apathy, I would 
take the bad behavior all 
day. Still don’t like it.

Roger Williams (1603 
– 1683), was a Puritan 
theologian who found-
ed the Colony of Rhode 
Island and Providence 
Plantations. He was one 
of the earliest advocates 
for the separation of 
church and state and set 
a powerful example of 
religious freedom in his 
treatment of the Quak-
ers and the First Nations 
in his colony. He wrote a 
long (400+ pages) trea-
tise called, The Bloudy 
Tenent, of Persecution, 
for cause of Conscience. 
This book was deemed 
important enough to 
land a statue of Roger 
Williams to the right of 
John Calvin in Geneva, 
Switzerland in the “Ref-
ormation Wall.”

John Locke, who was 
a younger contemporary 
of Williams, was influ-
enced by his thinking 
and wrote a more concise 
version in A Letter Con-
cerning Toleration. The 
language is archaic and 
the sentences are long, 
but one would be hard-
pressed to find two oth-
ers who were more influ-
ential in setting the tone 
for religion in America. 
2ne can see their influ-
ence in the Declaration 
of Independence and the 
Bill of Rights. 

I believe that both un-
derstood the difference 
between Religion in Pol-
itics and Politics in Re-
ligion. Perhaps a better 
way to phrase it would 
be allowing one’s faith to 

influence one’s 
politics while 
not allowing 
one’s politics to 
influence one’s 
faith. We all 
must choose 
which one of 
these core ele-
ments to being 
in a human so-
ciety will take 
the lead in our 
lives.

Faith is 
about truth. 
Politics is 
about law. 
Locke had this 
to say about 
attempting to 
force truth on 

other by law. “The busi-
ness of laws is not to 
provide for truth of opin-
ions, but for the safety 
and security of the com-
monwealth and of ev-
ery particular [person’s] 
good and person. And 
so it ought to be. For the 
truth certainly would do 
well enough if she were 
once left to shift for her-
self. She seldom has... 
received much assis-
tance from the power of 
great men, to whom she 
is but rarely known and 
more rarely welcome. . . 
Errors, indeed, prevail by 
the assistance of foreign 
and borrowed succours. 
But if Truth makes not 
her way into the under-
standing by her own 

right, she will be but the 
weaker for any borrowed 
force violence can add to 
her.” (From, A Letter of 
Toleration). 

It seems that we have 
difficulty learning that 
we cannot shame, ridi-
cule, force by law or vi-
olence, scream, or prove 
by facts (what are those?) 
the truth into another’s 
heart. This does not stop 
us from trying. 

I believe that we are 
all created by God. I also 
know that we all grow up 
with different influences 
and experiences in our 
lives that radically influ-
ence how we see and ap-
proach God. It is less im-
portant that we are close 
to agreement and more 
important that we are 
both closer to the truth 
tomorrow than we are 
today. This happens by 
living a genuine faith and 
allowing it to season ev-
erything we do and say.

I believe that we need 
people of faith in politics 
who are willing to speak 
truthfully without regard 
to the party line. We do 
not need preachers and 
religious leaders bring-
ing party lines into faith. 
Faith in politics improves 
the politics. Politics in 
faith ruins both.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Religion in politics n Virgil Jones VFW will 
have a meeting at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 10 at 
412 N. College St. in Mar-
ion. Refreshments will be 
served. 

n A blood drive will be 
held at Crittenden Commu-
nity Hospital Monday, Feb. 
7. Donations will be taken 
on the Bloodmobile be-
tween noon-6 p.m.

n The Shady Grove 
Cemetery Association will 
be having its annual meet-
ing at 10 a.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 12 at the Shady Grove 
Fire Department. Everyone 
welcome to attend.

n  Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-

1 p.m., Tuesday and Sat-
urday at 209 Highland St., 
Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 

is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does your group have 
something planned Let us 
know. We post notes here 
at no charge. Email to the-
press@the-press.com or 
call (270) 965-3191

Community Events & News

Question: Sometimes I 
am seized with fear. I fear 
something bad things will 
happen to my grandchildren. 
When this fear kicks in, I am 
almost paralyzed. How can 
I overcome this fear or at 
least minimize it? 

Answer: Fear. Whether 
we want to admit it or not, it 
is something we all wrestle 
with. Fear of falling. Fear 
of spiders crawling on your 
skin. The fear of getting sick 
with the COVID-19. The fear 
of losing a job. The fear of 
being alone. The fear of dy-
ing and not going to heaven.

We all deal with fear. The 
question is how do we deal 

with it? Perhaps, these sug-
gestions will help:

1. Acknowledge your 
fear as a problem. Take 
some time and ask yourself 
how your level of fear is af-
fecting you. Be honest. Con-
cealment keeps you from 
dealing with it.

2. Talk to God in prayer 
about your fear and turn it 
over to Him. Trust Him to 
hear your prayers (Phil. 4:6, 

7). Remember God loves 
you and is with you. 

3. Ask God for help. 
“God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1). 
God has all-power and He 
will give His help when we 
ask for it.

4. Draw deeper into 
*od’s strength through 
worship and Bible study. 
The Psalmist exclaimed, 
“When I am afraid, I will trust 
in you. In God, whose word 
I praise, in God I trust; I will 
not be afraid. What can mor-
tal man do to me” (56:3, 4)?

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Trust God when you are overwhelmed with fear

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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Tolu news included construction of new bank
The community items 

from the old Presses are 
very good sources of in-
formation from our his-
tory.  So different from 
today with our armchair 
delivery of news to The 
Press. Just think how 
difficult it would be to get 
the news items to Marion 
in the early 1900s. But 
I’m thankful there were 
people that wanted to 
share their news, for it 
gives us a look at what 
was going on.  These 
items are from the Tolu/
Hurricane area, a busy 
growing town at the turn 
of the century.  

All the old communi-
ty news reporters never 
used their real names; 
it always was a fictitious 
and sometimes funny 
name. I guess that way 
no one knew who to 
be angry at if the news 
wasn’t as they thought it 
should be.

Hurricane 
Island News
Hurricane Is-

land has always 
been a mystery 
to me. I’ve gone 
to Tolu and 
looked across 
the river at it 
many times. 
I’ve always 
wanted to see 
it from the air, 
I think seeing 
if from above 
you might un-
derstand the 
size of it. At one 
time it must 
have been like 
another small 
community lo-
cated not far from the 
town of Tolu.  

–––
Hurricane Island,

June 6, 1901.
The people of the is-

land, in order to form 
a more perfect union, 
would like to have a place 
in some secluded corner 
of making known to the 
outside world that there 
is such a place as Hurri-
cane Island and that it is 
almost a perpetual habi-
tation.

The farmers of the little 
colony have at last cast 
their bread upon the wa-
ters, with fear and trem-
bling that it shall not be 
gathered up many days 
hence, but be washed 
away.

They are about done 
planting the three crops 
the Tolu correspondent 
said they were to plant, 
that of corn, pumpkins 
and Jonah’s gourds. The 
pumpkin vine brows with 
such rapidity I am afraid 
it will wear the pumpkin 
out dragging it along the 
ground.

The health of our peo-
ple is very good with the 
exception of two or three 
that are grunting around 

with Job’s disease.
We have an agent for 

most anything you want 
to buy, from a bath cab-

inet to as com-
mon a thing as 
sugar -coated 
pill.

We wonder 
why our Tolu 
friends don’t 
come over to 
the land of 
sand and cock-
leburs, and the 
orange grows 
wild, for in our 
mansions there 
is room and we 
eat three meals 
a day.

One of the is-
landers floated 
silently down 
the current of 
the beautiful 

Ohio and quickly landed 
at Elizabethtown, and on 
his return was found to 
be the happy possessor 
of a bonnie bride.  

If a few good brothers 
and sisters will come 
over into Canaan and 
help us we can organize 
a good Sunday school 
and prayer meeting.

There is a prize at the 
post office at Tolu that 
is worth the winning, so 
say C. W. Taylor and L. 
Martin.

Bud Stone, Tolu’s riv-
er man, started from 
the mouth of Hurricane 
Creek on Thursday night 
with a raft of cypress 
logs, bound for Paducah.

As there are no visits to 
write about and Friday, I 
have been busy making 
preparations for a long 
touring expedition up 
Peters Creek, and every-
thing now in readiness, 
guess I had better close 
and go on my way rejoic-
ing.  Signed, Crusoe.

–––
Let’s follow along with 

The Crittenden Press 
items and learn of Tolu’s 
new bank.

The old bank building 
is only a brick decayed 

shell today, but so im-
portant in its day.
Happenings at Tolu in 
October 1903 - A new 
bank for the town of 

Tolu. 
Mr. P. M. Whitt, of 

Owenton, Ky., was here 
working in the interest 
of a bank at this place, 
and succeeded Monday 
in organizing with the 
following stockholders: 
P.M. Whitt, Forest Har-
ris, Wm. Barnett, E. R. 
Dowell, P. B. Croft, L. A. 
Weldon, Mrs. A. S. Ben-
nett, S. S. Sullenger, W. 
D. Sullenger, Dr. I. H. 
Clement and J. B. Perry.  
The new bank will have a 
capital stock of $15,000. 

P. B. Croft was chosen 
president; J. Bethel Per-
ry, vice-president; E. F. 
Smith of Owenton Ky. 
cashier.  Tolu is in a rich 
agricultural section and 
a bank there is needed 
and should pay.  

January 21, 1904
The new bank has been 
named the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank.  

Until the new bank 
building can be built 
they will conduct busi-
ness from Harris and 
Co.’s store house.  They 
will be ready for business 
at noon Tuesday, Jan. 
18.

February 4, 1904
John W. Weldon of 

Croften, Ky. was here 
examining the plans and 
specification of the new 
bank building.  Mr. Wel-
don will be in charge of 
construction.

March 17, 1904 one 
of the stockholders, W. 
E. Dowell, went to Hen-
derson this week to pur-
chase and bring back the 
first load of brick for the 
erection of the new bank 
building. 

March 31, 1904 an-
other load of brick has 
arrived at our landing, 
which makes 1,000 
bricks shipped here from 
Henderson for the erec-
tion of the new bank.  
Work on the building will 
begin at once by the con-
tractor, J. W. Weldon.  

April 14, 1904
Ground was broken last 
week for the new bank. 
Supplies are beginning 
to arrive at the landing.  
Fifty pounds of lime was 
shipped to this place to 
be used in building the 
bank.  A. C. Melton has 
charge of the brickwork, 
while J. W. Weldon was 
in charge of doing the 
carpenter work.  

The impressive iron 
front for the bank has ar-
rived at our landing and 
will be ready to sit in its 
proper place in the build-
ing as soon as the brick-
work is finished.

July 1, 1904 The fur-
niture was put in the 
bank building today 
and the key turned over 
to the big Cashier E. F. 
Smith, who can be found 
during banking hours in 
his new quarters near 
the post office.

July 28, 1904 The 
Farmers and Merchants 
Bank has moved into 
its new building and is 
now fully equipped to at-
tend to all portions of the 
banking business. It has 
the finest bank building 
in the county, and the 
bank furniture is simply 
grand. Everything would 
be a credit to a large city. 

The cashier, Edward 
F. Smith, will take plea-
sure in showing you ev-
erything of interest and 
especially the fine screen 
door, burglar proof safe, 
etc.  

All are welcome and for 
those who wish to start 
a savings account no 
amount is too small to be 
accepted.

The Board of Directors 
are the very best busi-
nessmen in this part of 
the country.  They are: 
P. B. Croft, J. B. Perry, 
L. A. Weldon, S. S. Sul-
lenger, W. D. Sullenger, 
T. F. Harris, E. F. Smith, 
W. E. Dowell and I. H. 
Clement.

Our community is 
proud of the bank and 
will give it a liberal sup-
port.

(This bank mysterious-
ly burned on the night 
of Aug. 2, 1923. Things 

were never the same af-
ter this event.)

–––
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

This is one of the first ads 
printed in The Critten-
den Press advertising for 
business in 1905.

Tolu’s new Farmers and Merchants Bank is seen soon 
after it opened in 1904. The bank is full of history and 
mystery, as it mysteriously burned in 1923.
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages



for sale
Firewood for sale, $60/
load delivered. (270) 
704-2765. Ask for Boyd. 
(2t-5-p)
5x6 round hay bales for 
sale, barn kept, $45/Roll, 
can be delivered. Call 
or text (270) 704-1475. 
(3t-7-p)

wanted
Wanted: cosmetologist or 
masseuse to rent booth 
space at Profession-
al Touch in Marion. Call 
Hanna (270) 969-8417. 
(1t-5-p)
Caregiver needed for 
overnight shift, 8 hours, 
Mon.-Thurs., must be vac-
cinated, starting pay $15. 
(270) 969-8130 or (270) 
704-3244. (3t-7-p)

for rent
2 BR duplex in Marion, 
stove and refrigerator 
included; washer/dryer 
hook-up; $425/month plus 
deposit. No pets. (270) 
704-0225 after 4 p.m. 
(2t-6-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees. We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package and 
advancement opportuni-

ties.  NEW!  Now offering 
a $15 minimum wage! 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings 
and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtctjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today”  (4t-8-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $12 & 
up based on skill & expe-
rience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-8-p)

bid notice
BID NOTICE: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court is 
accepting bids for the fol-
lowing emergency rescue 
items: 1) Battery powered 
ram with freshwater oper-
ability, brushless DC mo-
tor, 360-degree rotating 
claw, turbo speed option, 
and up to 59” extension 
capability. 2) Battery pow-
ered cutter with freshwater 
operability, brushless DC 
motor, turbo speed option, 
and a minimal 8” jaw open-
ing. 3) Battery powered 
spreader with freshwater 
operability, brushless DC 
motor, turbo speed option, 
minimal spread distance 
of 23.6”, minimal spread 
force of 187,000 lbs., and 
minimal pulling force of 
12,000 lbs. 4) 2 power 
supply 110V/60hz US plug 
adapters. Batteries and 
chargers to be included 
for all units.
All bids must be received 
by mail to “Crittenden Co. 
Fiscal Court, c/o Rescue 
Equipment Bid, 107 S. 
Main St., Ste. 208, Marion 
KY 42064” or by email to 
jada.williams@crittenden-
countyky.org by 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday February 16, 
2022 and will be opened 
at the regular court meet-
ing February 17, 2022 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
All questions may be an-
swered by calling the Res-
cue Chief, Donnie Arflack 
at 270-704-1749.
The County reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids in accor-
dance with KRS 45-A.  
Funding for this project is 

federal funding from the 
Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS)/Homeland 
Security Grant Program.
No person shall be ex-
cluded from participation 
in, denied benefits of, or 
subjected to discrimina-
tion in the implementation 
of this program on the 
grounds of race, religion, 
color, national origin, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, age or disability. 
(1t-5-c)
BID NOTICE: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
is accepting sealed bids 
for a routine maintenance 
contract on the HVAC sys-
tem at the courthouse.  
The bid will be awarded 
for a 1-year period, which 
will include routine mainte-
nance for the conversion 
from boiler to chiller during 
the spring and chiller to 
boiler during the fall. The 
system may be inspected 
at the courthouse during 
business hours Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
All bids must be received 
by mail to “Crittenden Co. 
Fiscal Court, HVAC Bid, 
107 S. Main St., Ste. 208, 
Marion KY 42064” or by 
email to jada.williams@
crittendencountyky.org 
by 4:30 p.m. Wednesday 
February 16, 2022 and 
will be opened at the reg-
ular court meeting Febru-
ary 17, 2022 beginning at 
8:30 a.m. 
All questions may be an-
swered by calling the 
Judge Executive, Perry 
Newcom at 270-965-
5251.
The County reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids in accor-
dance with KRS 45-A. 
(1t-5-c)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 

newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classified 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

legal notices
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
filed notice of final settle-
ment:
Johnie D. Young of 311 
Howard Drive, Salem, Ky., 
executor of Terry Edward 
Young, deceased.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on March 2, 
2022, 9 a.m. All persons 
having exceptions to said 
settlement are to file same 
at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-5-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on January 26, 2022 Rosa 
Mae Tharp of 830 East 
Bellville Street, Marion, 
Ky. 42064 was appoint-
ed executrix of Elvis C. 
James, deceased, whose 
address was 817 East 
Bellville Street, Marion, 
Ky. 42064. Rebecca J. 
Johnson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same property proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 26th 
day of July, 2022 and all 

claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-5-c)
The Defendant, Joshua 
Phelps, is hereby notified 
that on March 22, 2021, 
Plaintiff, Fischer & Van 
Thiel, LLP filed a Com-
plaint for breach of con-
tract, and common counts 
in San Diego Superior 
Court of North County, 
325 S. Melrose Dr. Vis-
ta, CA 92081 (Case No. 
37-2021-00012716-CL-
BC-NC) seeking a judg-
ment for costs of suit, for 
such relief as is fair, just, 
and equitable; and for 
damages of $24,626.62 
by Defendant. 
COURT DATES
CIVIL CASE MANAGE-
MENT CONFERENCE: 
January 14, 2022 at 9:00 
a.m. Dept. N-31. In the 
event the Defendant fails 
to respond to the Com-
pliant within 30 days af-

ter this publication of this 
Notice, the Court may 
proceed to enter a De-
fault Judgment and grant 
the relief requested by the 
Plaintiff. A letter, phone, 
or court appearance call 
will not protect you. The 
attorney representing 
the Plaintiff is Michael A. 
Fischer, Fischer & Van 
Thiel, LLP 2424 Vista Way, 
Suite 200, Oceanside, CA 
92054; phone (760) 722-
7646. (4t-6-p)
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.

Use Seal N Heal®
to seal wounds on dogs &
cats  with a bitter taste to
prevent gnawing, allow
healing.

At  AKRIDGE FARM
SUPPLY 

270-545-3332
(www.fleabeacon.com)



STAFF REPORT
American Legion Post

217 of Burna will present
its annual Four Chap-
lains Service at Old Salem
Baptist Church in Salem
on Sunday, Feb. 6. 
The service will begin at

11 a.m. All veterans in
the area are invited to at-
tend, along with commu-
nity members who are
interested in hearing an
emotional service. 
American Legion posts

nationwide remember
Four Chaplains Day with
memorial services that
pay tribute to the coura-
geous chaplains and the
brave young men who
lost their lives on that
fateful night during World
War II. This will be the
79th anniversary of the
sinking of the United
States Army transport
Dorchester and the self-
less acts of four U.S.
Army chaplains aboard.
The Dorchester tragically
sank on Feb. 3, 1943,
while crossing the North
Atlantic, transporting
troops to an American
base in Greenland.
“We remember the story

of the heroes who gave
their own protection to
save the lives of these
young men,” the Legion
Post said in a  news re-
lease written by Faye
Cash Gibson.
“As we remember those

gone too soon, place
yourself, your young
man, or others who may
be 18 or 20 years of age
and how scared they
must have been. They
had these four chaplains
aboard to pray with, to
share their gloves or coat
because it was so cold. It
can bring a tear to your
eyes. Our veterans have
faced things like this in
the military and we must
remember and thank
them for serving us all so
we may be free today,”
Gibson added.
“No one knew what was

to happen as these young
men loaded into this car-
rier early one foggy morn-
ing for their mission,” the
Post’s statement said. “It
was the evening of Feb. 2,
1943, and the USAT
Dorchester was crowded
to capacity, carrying 902
servicemen, merchant
seamen and civilian
workers. Once a luxury
coastal liner, the 5,649-
ton vessel had been con-
verted into an Army
transport ship. The
Dorchester, one of three
ships in the SG-19 con-
voy, was moving steadily
across the icy waters
from Newfoundland to-

ward an American base in
Greenland. What hap-
pens next is something
everyone should hear.”
“We encourage veterans

and their families to at-

tend,” Gibson said.
“Please encourage your
youth to be there to learn
of these great men who
gave it all including their
lives.”
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                              Labor           Currently       Currently         Dec        Nov       Dec
Location                Force          Employed    Unemployed     2021       2021     2020
STATEWIDE     2,014,005      1,946,282        67,723         3.4%      3.0%    5.4%
HENDERSON     20,298           19,679             619            3.0%      2.7%    5.2%
MCLEAN              4,031             3,900              131            3.2%      2.8%    4.9%
UNION                 6,168             5,982              186            3.0%      2.7%    4.4%
WEBSTER           5,432             5,273              159            2.9%      2.5%    5.1%
CALDWELL          5,627             5,447              180            3.2%      2.8%    5.3%
CRITTENDEN      3,522             3,407              115            3.3%      2.8%    4.6%
HOPKINS            18,344           17,629             715            3.9%      3.4%    5.7%
LIVINGSTON       3,469             3,310              159            4.6%      4.1%    7.5%
LYON                   2,965             2,862              103            3.5%      2.8%    5.1%
TRIGG                  6,201             5,962              239            3.9%      3.0%    5.9%
MCCRACKEN     27,790           26,759            1,031          3.7%      3.3%    6.4%
MARSHALL         14,245           13,769             476            3.3%      2.9%    5.7%
United States Unemployment Rate for December 2021 3.7%
                          

Comparing Counties UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

Whitetail Property was Crittenden County School District’s
Rocket Foundation January Business Partner of the Month.
Pictured are Supt. Vince Clark and Mark Williams of Whitetail
Properties and Superior Whitetail Habitat in Marion.

Unemployment in Crit-
tenden County was up a
half of a point from No-
vember to December, ac-
cording to information
released this week by
Kentucky.
Woodford County

recorded the lowest job-
less rate in the common-
wealth at 2.3%. Magoffin
County recorded the
state’s highest unem-
ployment rate at 10.3%. 
Kentucky’s county un-

employment rates and
employment levels are
not seasonally adjusted

because of small sample
sizes. Employment sta-
tistics undergo sharp
fluctuations due to sea-
sonal events such as
weather changes, har-
vests, holidays and
school openings and
closings. Seasonal ad-
justments eliminate
these influences and
make it easier to observe
statistical trends. The
comparable, unadjusted
unemployment rate for
the state was 3.4% for
December 2021, and
3.7% for the nation.
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BOUNCE
Continued from page 1
missions. He said there
was a series race in
southern Illinois last
year and plans for one in
nearby Caldwell County
in 2022, but that fell
through. So, he’s picked
up the ball and hope-
fully through coopera-
tion of friends and
neighbors will host a
crowd-drawing event at
the end of April. The
race will be on a short-
track, about 1,000 to
1,500 feet long, with hill-
climbing and head-to-
head competition for two
drivers at a time. Spec-
tators will watch from a
safe distance. 
This type of off-road-

ing is not unique to Crit-
tenden County, but it
will be the first perform-
ance series to run here.
Paddy’s Bluff was once a
popular destination for
rock bouncers, rock
crawlers, Jeepers, bug-
gies, ATVs and UTVs.
Turkey Bay at Land Be-
tween the Lakes is also a
popular off-roading
area. While there are a
handful of competitive
runners in the area,
Fritts says there is an
entire culture of recre-
ational off-roaders who
will likely support an
event like this in Critten-
den County.

STOP
Continued from page 1
about. I don’t know
whether we’re ready for
that, but the trial run at
a four-way stop has
been a breeze.
Quick and easy. Let’s

keep it that way.
We have one grocery

store now. One high
school. Why not one
stoplight?

Allison Evans is a third
generation owner and op-
erator of the newspaper.
You can reach her via
email at allison@the-
press.com.

Kentucky Department of Highways has been studying
traffic flow at the intersection of Main and Gum streets
in Marion for a few months. Over the last two weeks a
blinking red light has replaced – on a trial basis – the
traffic light.

Authorities
investigating
burglaries 
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

Sheriff’s Department is
investigating two bur-
glaries on Jackson
School Road between
Mexico and Caldwell
Springs communties in
the rural southern part
of the county.
The latest was re-

ported on Tuesday. Au-
thorites were notified of
the first burglary on
Jan. 10. It was on the
northeast end of the
road at the intersection
of KY 70. This week’s
burglary was on the
southwest end of the
road near Caldwell
Springs Church.
Deputy Chuck Hoover

said this week’s bur-
glary included more
than a dozen long guns.
They were taken some-
time between late last
week and Tuesday from
a residence. No other
items were believed
stolen.
In the earlier bur-

glary, a flat screen tele-
vision was taken.
Anyone with informa-

tion can call 270-965-
3500 and remain
anonyomous.

Legion hosts Four Chaplains service

Partnering
with Schools

County’s jobless rate up in December



STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County watched

a 13-point lead disappear in
the fourth quarter Tuesday
night at Trigg County as the
Wildcats stole the 57-56 dis-
trict win in the final two min-
utes.
It was an early February

preview of what will be an
opening round matchup in
the Fifth District Tournament
later this month at Rocket
Arena.
Pole to pole, Crittenden led

nearly the whole way. Trigg
had tied it twice – at 18 and
27 – and led only one other
time – by two at the half –
until they went ahead for
good with six seconds to go
on a putback by Khyran
Vaughn.
CCHS held a five-point ad-

vantage to start the final pe-
riod, but a little more than
two minutes into the fourth
quarter, the Rockets were up
by a baker’s dozen. 
Trigg’s offense, which had

been as unreliable as a barb-
less fishing hook most of the
contest, was awakened down
the stretch and used fielders
and the foul line to pull off
the comeback. Wildcat soph-
omore Jhayden Vaughn
scored 10 of his team-high 19
points in the final six min-

utes. Meanwhile, the Rockets
went flat late and missed 9 of
17 foul shots in the last eight
minutes.
Crittenden fell to 10-11 on

the season and Trigg im-
proved to 11-10. The Rockets,
who had defeated Trigg by
two points at Marion in De-
cember, are now 3-2 in the
district. Trigg wrapped up its
league play at 3-3.
Rockets beat Dawson Springs
Crittenden County started

a bit sluggish in a matinee
game at Dawson Springs Sat-

urday afternoon, but when
the Rockets got going it was
all downhill en route to a 60-
44 victory.
The Rocket energy level was

missing in the first half and
Dawson (2-18) matched them
on the scoreboard at 21 at
the break.
Leading scorer Travis

Champion had a three-
pointer in the first period and
couple of baskets in the sec-
ond, but came alive when
CCHS got Dawson in a run-
ning game in the third period

and Champion unloaded 10,
Preston Morgeson and Trace
Derrington scored 7 apiece
and Tanner Beverly got all of
his 5 points in that frame.
Crittenden (10-10) outscored
the hosts 29-11 in the frame
and coasted in for the victory.
Champion finished with 22,

Morgeson 15 and Derrington
10.

Crittenden Co.        12    21     37    56
Trigg County            8     23     32    57
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 12, Cham-
pion 26, Beverly, Adamson 1, Crider,
Davidson, Conyer, Derrington 7, Yates
4, Cooksey 6. FG 21. 3-pointers 4
(Morgeson, Champion 2, Derrington).
FT 10-23.
TRIGG - Ahart 4, Gude 2, Shearer 8,
J.Vaughn 19, Washer 2, Adams 5,
Reynolds 5, K.Vaughn 12. FG 19. 3-
poitners 3 (Shearer 2, Reynolds). FT
16-26.

Crittenden Co.        16    21     50    60
Dawson Springs     14    21     32    44
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 15, Cham-
pion 22, Beverly 5, Adamson 2, Hat-
field 2, Derrington 10, Hutchison 2,
Cooksey 2, Crider, Conyer, Guess,
Sharp, Yates. FG 25. 3-pointers 4
(Morgeson, Champion, Derrington 2).
FT 6-11.
DAWSON  – Skinner 9, Cunningham 2,
Blue 7, Nieters 20, Faughn 2, Fain 2,
Fowler 2. FG 14. 3-pointers 1 (Nieters).
FT 15-22.
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BASKETBALL 
UPCOMING GAMES
FRIDAY
Lady Rockets host Dawson Springs
Rockets host Dawson Springs
SATURDAY
Lady Rockets host Union
MONDAY
Rockets host Lyon 
TUESDAY
Lady Rockets host McLean
Rockets host Hopkins Central

FOOTBALL
Crider commits to college

Crittenden County senior Luke
Crider made a verbal commitment
last week to play football at Thomas
More University in northern Kentucky
near Cincinnati. Crider was a three-
year record-setting starter at quarter-
back for the Rockets. Thomas More
competes in the NAIA Mid-South
Conference.

ARCHERY
Local club hosts shoot

This weekend Marion will host the
first S3DA Regional Archery Tourna-
ment at the former National Guard Ar-
mory. First-year local archery club,
Inside Out Archers of Kentucky, is
hosting the event. Competitive shoot-
ing will be held Friday afternoon and
all day Saturday. There are six re-
gional S3DA shoots across the state.

Archers score at regional
Inside Out Archers of Kentucky

scored well at last weekend’s regional
shoot at Madisonville. Following are
results from competition: Lucian Mc-
Dowell, first place; Miley Hayes first
place; Emory Orr, first place; Lucas
McDowell, second place; Tucker
Boudro, first place; Logan McDowell,
second place; and Maddie Ziegler,
third place.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons

Here are some of the key hunting
opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Raccoon hunt            Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Squirrel                    Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Raccoon trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Quail                        Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Rabbit                      Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Fox hunt/trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Canada goose         Nov. 25 - Feb. 15
Bobcat hunt             Nov. 27 - Feb. 28
Youth Duck                            Feb. 5-6
Spring Youth Wild Turkey      April 2-3
Spring Wild Turkey    April 16 - May 8
Coyote                            Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Coyote event this weekend
The annual coyote hunting contest

sponsored by Marion Tourism Com-
mission and Hodge’s Sports and Ap-
parel will be held this weekend, Feb.
4-5. Entry fee is $40 per two-man
team. Hunters must be registered by
5 p.m., on Friday. Check in time at
Hodge’s at 5 p.m., Saturday. Coyotes
must be taken with legal firearms and
night hunting is allowed in accor-
dance with KDFWR regulations. The
team that harvests the most coyotes
wins the jackpot. 

Youth duck season
The annual late-season opportunity

for young hunters to get a taste of
waterfowl hunting is this weekend.
Youth hunters must follow KDFWR
regulations and have the proper li-
censing to hunt waterfowl. Adult
chaperones are not allowed to carry a
weapon.

UMPIRING
Paid officials needed 

The KHSAA Second Region is look-
ing for umpires and referees. If inter-
ested in being a paid referee or
umpire in any scholastic sport, email
matt.bell@webster.kyschools.us or
call 270-871-6956 for more informa-
tion. Regional association meetings
will begin in January.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

SCORING
COUNTDOWN
Current School Record
1,825

Taylor Guess
Scoring by Season
Season                  Points
Junior*                        452
Sophomore                 393
Freshman                    515
8th Grade                    298
7th Grade                     38
Taylor’s Total      1,696

*In progress

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden wrapped up a

perfect run through the reg-
ular-season Fifth District
schedule on Tuesday,
knocking off host Trigg
County 55-44.
It's always a good night for

the Rocket girls when scor-
ing stalwart Taylor Guess
can get to the foul line, and
she did with impunity at
Trigg.
The Lady Rockets fell be-

hind by by four early, but
took the lead at 15-13 in the
first period on a steal and
Guess basket. From there,
Crittenden carried an edge
virtually the rest of the way,
save a one-point lead by
Trigg on a three-pointer by
Lady Wildcat Olivia Noff-
singer. 
Trigg’s narrow advantage

was short-lived as CCHS
reeled off a 12-2 scoring run
thanks to Guess and Natalie
Boone. Boone dropped in a
three and Guess sank one
just before time expired in
the third quarter to give
Crittenden a nine-point
lead. Trigg cut it back to
four at one point in the final
quarter, but CCHS made
enough foul shots down the
stretch to win going away by
11.
Crittenden and Trigg

scored the same number of
field goals, both had an
equal number of threes, too,
but the Lady Rockets scored
19 points at the foul line
where Guess was 14-of -16.
With the win, Crittenden

improves to 6-0 in district
play. They had already
wrapped up the No. 1 seed,
but improving to 16-5 at
Trigg was icing on the cake.
The Lady Wildcats fell to 12-
10 and 3-3 in the district.
The Lady Rockets will host
the Fifth District Tourna-
ment later this month.

Girls fall at Madisonville
Crittenden County was

physically pushed around
by Madisonville well before
three Lady Rocket starters
were out of the game. Short-
handed down the stretch

and deep into its young
bench, CCHS was virtually
defenseless against the host
Lady Maroons (15-5), who
kept the pressure on and
the accelerator mashed en
route to posting a 73-50 vic-
tory Thursday.
Both teams came into the

game ranked among the top
four of KHSAA’s Second Re-
gion power rankings. The
Lady Rockets had led the re-
gion in RPI until a recent
skid that has seen them lose
three of the last five games.
Somewhere in the exhaust

of Madisonville’s statement
win was Taylor Guess’s
move into second place on
the Lady Rockets’ all-time
scoring list. She dropped 27
at Madisonville, surpassing
1970's era Lady Rocket
Jeannie Hinchee on the
girls’ scoring ledger. Hinchee
is now No. 3 with 1,628
points. Guess, just a junior,
has scored nearly 1,700 in
her career, and she is clos-
ing in on the school's top
scorer in history, Cassidy
Moss, who had 1,825 in a
career that ended in 2017.
Barring any significant

setback, Guess has a good
shot at getting to the
school's scoring summit this
season. The Lady Rockets
have seven regular-season
games and the playoffs re-
maining and Guess averages
21 points per game. Had last
season not been cut short
due to the pandemic, she
might already have broken
the scoring record.
At Madisonville, CCHS

trailed by eight at the half,
but eighth-grade starter
Anna Boone did not return
to the court after the break
because of illness – which
contributed to Crittenden’s
unraveling. With three min-
utes left in the third quarter,
the Lady Rockets were still
within seven points, but two
starters – Natalie Boone and
Addie Hatfield – drew back
to back fourth fouls and
were replaced with subs for
a time. By the end of the pe-
riod, Madisonville led by 16,
and it didn't get any better

for CCHS in the fourth quar-
ter. Boone and Hatfield
eventually fouled out.

Girls beat Region 1 champs
With First Region All A

Classic champion Carlisle
County (14-6)  visiting
Rocket Arena Saturday af-
ternoon, the Lady Rockets
were firing on all cylinders
and dispatched the Lady
Comets 55-38.
The game was tied at 12

after eight minutes before
Crittenden posted a big
scoring run in the second
period when junior Taylor
Guess scored 9 and eighth-
grader Elliot Evans got 7 off
the bench. From there,
CCHS’s defense kept
Carlisle at bay while the
Rocket girls knocked down a
half dozen threes to post a
quality win over the First
Region’s best small-school
team.
Guess scored 19 and

Grace Driskill 10.

Crittenden           11     27    42    55
Trigg County       13     22    34    44
CRITTENDEN – Guess 27, N.Boone
12, A.Boone 12, Hatfield 4, Driskill,
Evans. FG 16. 3-pointers 4 (N.Boone
2, A.Boone, Guess). FT 19-26.
TRIGG – Noffsinger 10, Sink, Hyde
13, McGee, Rogers, Grubbs 1,
Alexander 11, Reynolds 9. FG 16. 3-
pointers 4 (Hyde 3, Noffsinger). FT 8-
16.

Crittenden Co.      6      19    32    50
Madisonville       15     27    48    73
CRITTENDEN – Guess 27, N.Boone
15, Evans 2, Driskill 4, McDaniel 2,
Federico, A.Boone, Holeman.FG: 15.
3-pointers 4 (Boone 4) FT: 16-26
MADISONVILLE – Johnson 2, Noff-
singer 10, Barber 2, LaGrange 21,
McGowan 3, Whitsell 16, Lovan 19
FG: 24. 3-pointers 1 (LaGrange). FT:
8-15.

Carlisle Co.         12     23    39    38
Crittenden Co.     12     35    44    55
CARLISLE – Whitaker 16, McGee 4,
Wright 10, Gibson 2, Tyler 2, Jones 4.
FG 17. 3-pointers 1 (Wright). FT 3-6.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 19, N.Boone
8, A.Boone 8, Hatfield 3, Driskill 10,
Evans 7. FG 18. 3-pointers 6 (Guess,
A.Boone 2, N.Boone 2, Evans). FT
13-19.

Lady Rockets finish 5th District sweep

Guess now 2nd in scoring

Held by Cassidy Moss

REGIONAL ROCKETS
Crittenden’s Travis Champion is

sixth in scoring in the region with
an average of 19.8 points per
game and second in FT average.
Senior Hayden Adamson’s 43.2
percent is third best three-point
percentage in the Second Region.
As a team, Crittenden ranks 5th in
free throw percentage at 63.3; 7th
in scoring defense at 57 points per
game; and 8th with 89 three-point-
ers made.

Crittenden County senior Tanner Beverly seals off the lane so
teammate Dylan Yates can grab a rebound at Trigg County.

Rockets lose 13-point edge in 4th at Trigg
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County, state rates falling, but still Red
FROM STAFF/KY TODAY
After seeing a month of

record-setting increases
in the number of new
COVID-19 cases in Ken-
tucky due to the prolifer-
ation of the omicron
variant, Kentucky is now
on the decline.
Health experts are re-

porting a substantial de-
cline for the seven-day
period that ended Sun-
day.
Gov. Andy Beshear

said early this week that
the signs are encourag-
ing, but warns residents
to remain vigilant and to
continue vaccinating. 
“Cases were down ver-

sus the week before for
the first time in a long
time, but also down was
our positivity rate, which
had reached over 33%.
It’s now down to
28.49%,” the governor
said.

“Near the end of last
week, at the very least we
thought the increase was
slowing. But what we
hope we are seeing is a
cresting and hopefully
the beginning of the
downward slope in omi-
cron cases. Certainly, as
we look at other places
that got hit with omicron
before we did, we have
seen a steep decline in
cases.”
Beshear did temper the

news a little bit as every
county in the state re-
mains in the so-called
Red Zone (see chart
above) with new cases
greater than 25 per every
100,000 residents.
Crittenden County’s

rate is down about 20
points this week and its
vaccination rate climbed
one-tenth of a percent.
“Last week was still the

second highest number

of cases that we’ve ever
had, and it was more
than double the peak in
delta,” the governor ex-
plains. “But the trajec-
tory is a good sign, and
provided we continue to
see declines this week,
we would expect even
greater ones next week.
We’re not out of the
woods, but if we can hold
on and do the right thing
for two to three weeks,
we hope that it will drop
as quickly as it rose.”
Hospitalizations re-

main at near record lev-
els due to COVID.
According to data re-

leased Monday afternoon
by the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Public Health,
there have now been
1,160,558 cases of
COVID-19, since the
start of the pandemic,
along with 12,960
deaths.       

STAFF REPORT
Marion Fire Depart-

ment and Crittenden
County Volunteer Fire
Department responded
to a house fire Friday
morning in Marion.
Firemen found a home

at 306 North Yandell
Street ablaze at about
5:40 a.m.
The two departments

were at the scene until

about 8 a.m., trying to
put out the fire. The
home was terribly dam-
aged and the contents
were mostly a loss.
Occupants at the

home when the fire
broke out were able to
get out safely. 
Marion fire chief Red

Howton said the cause of
the blaze has not been

determined. However, he
said the majority of the
fire  damage was near
the front door where a
heater was located.
Angela Nelson and her

daughter lived in the
home. A post on social
media says the mother
and daughter “lost every-
thing” in the fire and
need help.

Firemen from two local departments responded to a house fire Friday morning in
Marion. The home was badly damaged and most belongings were lost or damaged.

Mother, daughter ‘lost everything’ in fire
that broke out in home Friday in Marion

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

   Coldest     Warmest      Wettest
    Temp          Temp            Day
    5.6       63.7       2.13
   Fri., Jan. 7       Sat., Jan. 1         Sat., Jan. 1

JANUARY 2022

                                             2021        2021      2020       2019      2018
Average Temp         
Coldest Temp          
Hottest Temp           
Precipitation            
Wettest Day             

n The first month of 2022 started off with a warm,
wet extreme. New Year’s Day saw 2.13 inches of
rainfall and a temperature of nearly 64 degrees.
Both were monthly highs. 2022 then took its first
nose dive into the frigid depth of the thermometer,
dropping to single digits on Jan. 7 and having
overnight lows below 24 degrees for 8 out of 9
days starting Jan. 3. There was one measurable
snowfall in January and flurries on a couple of
other occasions. Precipitation was about normal
for the month, compared to the previous five
years. January was the second coldest over the
past five years with an average temp of 31.4.

31.4
5.6
63.7
4.3
2.13

36.7
19.6
60
3.4
1.85

39.6
15.7
65.7
4.78
2.07

34.4
6

62.3
4.04
1.3

30.4
-1
62.3
3.33
0.8

Ice storm
possible
STAFF REPORT
There is a winter storm watch in

effect for all of western Kentucky
and southern Illinois this week.
The National Weather Service at

Paducah says the watch is in effect
Wednesday night through Thursday
night.
A winter storm was expected to

move through the region beginning
Wednesday with heavy mixed wintry
precipitation possible starting in the
afternoon. Snow and sleet accumu-
lations of a trace to 2 inches, and ice
accumulations of one-quarter to one
half inch are possible.
Marion is in the area of greatest

concern. Ice is expected on a line
from Mayfield to Henderson and
into southern Illinois.
Power outages and tree damage

are likely where the heavier ice
forms on trees and power lines, the
weather service said. Travel could
be nearly impossible if ice freezes on
roadways. Hazardous conditions
could impact travelers during the
morning or evening commutes, es-
pecially on Thursday. Bitter cold will
follow the front with lows in the
teens and single digits Friday and
Saturday.

The ballot is set for the 2022 Primary Election on May 17. Candidates lined up at
the courthouse late last week to draw for ballot position. In next week’s Press we
will examine the office holders who have chosen not to seek re-election.


